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the Bombay Government was pressed to take legislative
action against "enforced widowhood" and '* infant mar-
riage/' Ranchhodlal, on being consulted officially by
Government on the subject, laid down the perfectly sound
proposition that as the matters at issue weiv closely bound
up with Hindu social and religious customs, it was mani-
festly undesirable thai the Slate should interfere with them.
He depiecated the use of the term " enforced widowhood/'
on the ground that a Hindu widow of respectable birth,
however deplorable her condition might be, willingly set her
face against re-marriage irom religious conviction and a sense
of honour, and that it would be extremely difficult for
Government to distinguish between the few instances in
which widowhood might truly be described as " enforced "
and the great mass of cases in which the widow voluntarily
accepted the conditions and penances prescribed by Hindu
belief and custom. Government had, in his opinion, gone
as far as was desirable in legalizing widow-remarriage by
Act XVIII of 1856, and it was manifestly improper that
it should now take further powers to compel an unwilling
widow to re-marry. Contact with Western thought and
civilisation was bound, in RanehhodlaVs opinion, to soften
the asperities of ancient Hindu custom, and it was wiser
policy to await the gradual alteration of harsh beliefs by
such agency than to endeavour to hasten the process by
legislation. Ranchhodlal freely admitted the justice of
the charges levelled by reformers against the system of
infant marriage ; but he laid stress at the same time on the
fact that the evil was a social one and could therefore be
best dealt with by society. To invite the legislature to
usurp the function of society was tantamount to disturbing
the social order and striking at the very root of social
rights find privileges, Ranchhodlal's advice was un-
questionably correct. Matters have advanced since his clay;
but it is doubtful whether the progress of public opinion
even now has been sufficiently marked to warrant the
interference of Government in customs which date back